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Levels of health intervention 



























Medical care and 

tertiary prevention 

Safety net programs and 

secondary prevention 

Primary prevention Addressing the 

social determinants of health 



But how do disparities arise? 

• Differences in the quality of care received 
within the health care system 

 

• Differences in access to health care, including 
preventive and curative services 

 

• Differences in life opportunities, exposures, 
and stresses that result in differences in 
underlying health status 
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(ambulance slow or goes the wrong way) 



Addressing the 

social determinants of equity: 

 

Why are there differences 

in resources 

along the cliff face? 

 

Why are there differences 

in who is found 

at different parts of the cliff? 


